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The holidays are a time for family. One part of seeing family |
love is hearing all the stories of flashbacks to their FFA days.
They always love to hear about my adventures in the same
organization. Being able to feel connected to them based on more
than just being related makes the FFA organization that much more
meaningful to me.

The National FFA FoundationOs campaign is based on this idea.
CONNECT! is all about helping more people hear those memorable
experiences in the FFA. It will link new, current, and former
members and help them see what is going on in the FFA, learn from
otherOs experiences, and hear about what those past members are
doing for todayOs agriculture industry.

Rewards can be won by those that log on and register at
connectffa.org. Winners could receive an Apple iPad 2, Apple iPod
Touch and speakers, an HP laptop, an Xbos 360 with Kinect, or a $500
Amazon Gift Card. Plus, connectors have the opportunity to win
$1,000 for the Kansas FFA Association!

ItOs not just for members; be sure to share with past and present
members, alumni, and anyone who loves the FFA! Help us reach the
top of the leaderboard in the state competition and get connected!



Gift of a Great
Relationship

With the holiday season upon us, the gift of

It can be easily ripped apart but becomes very
difficult to put back together, just like the trust
found in relationships. This is something vital tq
have and can easily be discarded if not cared fg
The last part that seals the paper is the tape. T

giving is in the air. Besides giving gifts, a favorite s a strong bond that brings the ends of the pap
holiday pastime is to rip open the ones we receive.together and helps give the paper strength. In ¢

Gifts are something we all find joy in giving, as
well as receiving. In each wrapped gift we

receive, there are multiple layers. The very first

thing we notice is the bow or ribbon. These range and similar interests

relationships, the tape would be all of the

characteristics that make the relationship uniqug
and hold it together, such as communication ski
. Behind the ribbon and pa

in a variety of shapes, sizes, and colors. They are Jies the gift itself. These are all of the benefits

all interesting and unique. In the same way, the
people in our lives are all different. This v
causes us to have different, unique
relationships. The next layer is the paper itself.
This is the thin layer separating us from the gift.
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Food For Thought

Each year around this time, we begin to make ot} 3

own individual lists. Yes, that is right, those writte
paper, typed on a computer, scribbled on a napkin

that come from having a lasting, secured
relationship. Relationships are things we treas
in our lives, just like the gifts we give and recei
In our day-to-day routines, letOs remember the
special gift of great relationships.

~ Ag Facts / |
]\ There are

I\‘ more than 21,000
| Christmas tree

out loud, or mentally thought out lists about all we §==
want to receive as gifts during the holiday season.
may want that brand new smartphone or that new j*:
Box game, or maybe we want a brand new car. THg
OWish ListO has been one of the time-honored &
traditions passed down from year to year. It repreg ‘.‘I;,
all the things we want to have that can satisfy
something in our lives. But what if we took a differs %
twist on the annualOWish ListO this year? What if
start making the list to satisfy other parts of our live
What if we made a OWish ListO this year that liste e %
our goals? Think about it. How effective would
everything be if we took a little time out of winter
break or vacation to list out these goals and WRITE
THEM DOWN! It has been proven over and over
again that those people who write their goals dow
more likely to achieve them. So for this
holiday season, take time out of the break &
letOs write our own OWish ListO of goals ES
we would like to accomplish throughout the_
upcoming year. We never know what
might happen!
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growers in the United States, with
around 350 million trees currently
being grown in all fifty states.

\ More than 2,000 Christmas
trees are planted per acre, on
average, and between 1,000 and
1,500 of those trees will survive the
six to ten years it takes to reach
maturity.

'\ Approximately 25-30 million
real Christmas trees are sold each
year.

\' ' Over 100,000 people are
employed in the Christmas tree
industry.

'\ In 2010, more than 226 million
turkeys were consumed in the

! United States, with an estimated 46
‘million consumed at Thanksgiving
and 22 million at Christmas.




FFA Event Spotlight
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When my advisor first
suggested | compete in the
Agriscience Fair, | was less than
excited. It seemed like a lot of
work for something | thought | was might respond to the expected
rid of after junior high. But, | gave affects of global climate change. |

affecting our world already.
So, | conducted research on
plants subjected to elevated carbon
dioxide levels and how plants

it a whirl and used the project | placed first on the state level once
was working on for an assignment again and got to go back to
in my biology class, testing the nationals. While at the National
affect of music on plant growth, Agriscience Fair, | got to see the
for the Agriscience Fair my projects of members from across
sophomore year. Preparing a the nation. Their work was
report using the scientific method amazing! | could truly see how the
and a display board forced me to work they were doing applied to
become a little more involved with how agriculture is practiced.
the project and research past Without the Agriscience Fair, |
studies on my topic. may never have attended National
Once | put forth this effort, \, Convention, or developed the
| was hooked. Seeing that | passion for agriculture | found by
was conducting research similar to seeing the impact members have
scientists that had dedicated their on the ever-changing industry of
studies to science and how the agriculture.
knowledge they learned could be Are you struggling to find an
applied to modern agriculture SAE program that works for you?
production fascinated me. It made Do you have a curious mind?
my simple science project seem a DonOt doubt the potential of the
lot more important when | Agriscience Fair like | did. You
discovered the applications it couldcould find your passion, help solve
have. Luckily for me, I placed problems in agriculture, and attend
first on the state level and gotto  National Convention! The rules
represent Kansas at National for this event can be found on the
Convention in the National National FFA website by searching
Agriscience Fair! OAgriscience Fair.O Try a project
During junior year, | was much and help Kansas compete on the
more excited and intrigued to national level!
research something that was v

Chapter Chatter
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The Oakley FFA Chapter which
has been celebrating its highest
membership (63) since 1982 and has
been busy with many different
activities starting this past summer.
Chapter officers attended their
annual officersO retreat on Juty 7
and & at Cedar Bluff where they
planned activities for members
throughout the year, reviewed the
POA, and rehearsed opening and
closing ceremonies. Officers also
enjoyed bonding time while tubing
on the lake, and spending time
around the campfire. Some of the
fundraisers the chapter has include
the annual labor auction, fruit sales,
and pancake feed. The chapter has
been involved with community
service projects including their
recycling project, assisting with the
Kansas and National Cornhusking
contest, and delivering meals-on-
wheels. They are looking forward to
attending the National Western
Stock Show and 3-I Show and FFA
week when they host a petting zoo,
and have blue and gold day. The
chapter also has a school farm that
serves as an opportunity for
members to develop an SAE, and as
a learning experience for all FFA
members. One exciting new feature
of their chapter is a PlasmaCAM
they were able to purchase with a
Monsanto Grant. The Oakley
Chapter is looking forward to the

The Marais des Cygnes Valley has had a great start to the 2011-2012 sc§@@lent intern Mr. Josh Gillespie

year with several chapter events including highway clean-up, volleyball g5 Kansas State University.
night, video game night, and much more. The chapter has also been ver ’
busy on the district level with land judging, horse judging, and leadershi

school.

A

who
Will be joining the chapter for the
second semester.



Kansas FFA Is Bleeding
Blue and Gold

www.surveymonkey.com/s/LV6N8DY’
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Recently, the Minneapolis FFA
Chapter had a fun night where they i
enjoyed hamburgers, hot dogs, chips,
other food. They then went to the gym N
and played some amazing games of ™
dodgeball and arena (two hand touch)
football. They also served ice cream o
of their new ice cream machine and
showed it off to the members. For ﬁ
fundraising, they have sold ice cream 2"\\
during lunch and will be selling it at
home basketball games and possibly £ .
wrestling meets. g¢N
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Chapter Chatter

These past few months have been
nothing less than busy for the Uniontown
FFA. Some of their highlights so far
have been helping out with the Old Fort
Classic, their fall parent meeting, and the
annual youth ranch rodeo. These
outstanding young individuals have also
been hard at work with every memberOs
favorite fundraiser of fruit sales. They
also had a grand time loading blocks at
the horse pulls. On the CDE side of
things, Uniontown FFAQers have had
their hands full competing in land and
home site evaluation and horse judging.
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A Time To Give

The holiday season is upon us once again! This, of course, means that
time to get out the stretchy pants, fancy silverware, and Tums. Now, while mos
of the time we focus on the legit nature of the food coma we will attain on each
holiday and who the biggest gift is for, there is much more to be gained from th
special time of year.

If you look at the name of one holiday, Thanksgiving, the word OgiveO i
right there, staring us in the face. Christmas is also always filled with bits and
pieces about the importance of giving. The holiday season is an excellent cha
for us to stop, reflect, and think of what we can do to be better givers.

Some simple ways to give may be by simply helping Grandma clean
dishes after the family eats enough to stock a Golden Corral. There is also the
option of volunteering at a local food shelter, or being that little ray of hope in a
homeless personOs life. Maybe OgivingO ends up meaning Ogiving time.O
it means giving more time to our chapters by helping every little extra bit we ca
or taking the time to stop and talk to a friend on the street. Giving may also tak
on a more literal meaning if you choose to help with this yearOs service projec
donating blood. There are also many, many more ways to give.

Granger Smith and Kenney Chesney have both stressed the importance
time in their songs entitled OFive More MinutesO, and ODonOt Blink.O So, thi
just how much good we can do in five minutes or the blink of an eye. gStop and
the question: What can | do to give the gift of giving?

Upcoming Dates . Chapter Chatter

Il The Hugoton FFA Chapter

b Dec. 24 - Jan. 1 State recently enjoyed their annual
state officer visit as they
FEA Office Closed for the interacted with officers and

fellow members, also learning

about more SAEOs and CDEOs and
['how they relate to future

success. They just completed a
ifundraiser by selling fruit

\and cookie items. They ordered

360 pounds of extra fruit, so

Holidays
b Jan. 21 Ag Ed Speech

Event, Manhattan

b Jan. 28 Kansas FFA 1ithat the chapter would be able
to donate to the local food
Alumni Auction for WLC bank to help those in need.
They are looking forward to
Scholarships, Pittsburg helping with Toys for Tots in

their community by donating

and helping sort the toys I

donated by others in the |
community for needy families.
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